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Crescent Dragomaagon is a freelince geare-beneding anmtlor of
chihilren s books, cookbooks, novels arad memoir She (5 D divvefoper
ef Foalers Weiting arad o =1 wite, bl etfers wrile
e ey, ol ati sl foleetfied ormwriters B Breaking throselt the
crmack o theie limits, g weitigg s o bl ® She describes ersolf o
sntiran sl eoMogid, paicianale gnaleeier, cospulsine sondes,
exblsrant, goofy, goosl cook. More aboul Crescomd ! dvapomwanporco,
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s a child, my summoers wene spent right here in
Westminster West, on my aunt's farm (where | now
live year-round); winters were spent In Hastings-
on-Hudson, Mew York, From age 16 wntil 51, 1 lived in a
small towm in the Ozark Mountalns of Arkansas,

Im 1957, my Auml Dosothy took a train Enoim New York Ciy 1o
Bzllons. Falls, Yermond, 10 ook a8 a piece of propaty she was considenng
purchasing. She brought with her her S-vear-obd ndece: me. From that
isoaTierit Ofh. Vermoait and ehe fasm. & s callisd it wene part of
imbegior i well as exterion Bndscape, & Kind of persasnal anc fundamsen esl
True Morth

Wleen, a1 age 18, | was the victim of & violent cibnee, | Came lete
1o pedonvier, Whin, at &ge 48, my mariage of 23 vears 8oy adlonid
husband camse w0 an end when Be died in a bicvele accident, 1 again
e Riere b feCove

This Hme, 1 let gooof my ol life, Both geagraphac (in Arkansas)
amdd emotional Gin a comasted, vibrant marrisge) and Staved 1o Creale
& v it | &m an old-times and & new-comer; e consistency ol this
extraordinary place in m life, as well as my work as o wiiter, are wiat
have provided continaity and sanctuary

| vy for e 20 mnibe view Bro oy olfice window: Tor the fact that
| agpreer wiith alimsost every burmper sticker [5ee im Ehe Co-op parking lot
Decaue umlike most seabes, which give o Beeals for developing property,
Viermaont gives 1ax Deeaks for pod developing propomys thus insusing
Comtinuity an protection into the fabure. | sty for the extremity of the
weasand, which test, defight andd challenge me. | sty for snow-shoeing
ity Big-a4s garden, e gandens of oblvias &kl being witkien 20 minubes
of impeot Heater, perfommange at all levels of professionalism and
lectures by Drilliant, insemationally known speakers

Springtime brings the wildfowes walk sonoss the Pinnacle teail o
dhonmy thee albarsdonsed road fo Athens the hike up Fuiney Mountain
wiar boots, it B maddy (bake 3 willflower klentiication ook and a
digital camseral: tilling the garden on Memorial Day weekerd anxd
Nt ling B0y @ed evervEning in e growamsd fast!

Samener bramgs hocal onganst Sieawberries and Bueberries (incdeding
ek Yionar Ciwn ak many paces along EL 5 and the West-YWest romd), the
Fowarth of July parade a1 Saxtond Biver and fireworks plus conoert at
Crrafton. Walker Farm., Getting takoeoat fom the Vermont Country Deli
el picnicking. The funby incredibly neascnably priced Roval Dine
Yellow Barn oonecerts. And Fadmens” adbets (s Baatthishodo o in
particularn.

Can't faeget winber™s snow shioeing (world's easkest spon; chalbeng-
ing acrobically, but totally safe for the uncosndinabed—ifl you can walk
v can srowihoe k. Especially under a full moon st might. The Winters
Solstioe sheigh mdé a8 Fald Wiasls Fafm. The Womens Filim Feoival in
Rrattbenoan, or seng the steam ooming up from the sugsr Dok

Falll has its o%n rewards Getting two of thiee of each ol the dorens
ol varietios of heltlocm apples, Post-1e-ing therm with the varfery's name
amd eBien eastingg ach amd making notes on fvos, textune, julciness,
tartisid, swedness, aroma—ake o wine wasting. Then making & buge
ipple pie combining all the varetes. Vb can expenence the
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Purmmenston Apgde Ple Festival . in Bact, many' food
festivals, like the GElfeather Tumip Festival, ansd the s
Gandlic Festival |

Any Hmes an 2 worsshogs ab Kiver Caliery SChood
o a perfonmance at BookierDanham: a kcture at
starlbarg Grad Center: an Interplay class with judith £
Relchsman (drop-ins welcome); the Friday art walks in Bratilebono and
e llcwny. Falls; the vegetarian dumplings at Shin La; the grilled bread and
antipasto at Bocoedlis; brossing at Basketville in Putney {an experience |
remnember even froan childhood); dining at the Old Tavem in Graffon
visiting the cheise factory there, and now in EBrattlebonn; ssing Clous
Smarkus, Shopping at SEVCAY Good By stons and hospice s Experienosd
Ceooecls, sy, 1B librardes in both Putney and Bockine b (Bellows Falls)
have an extrzordinasy number of kectanes and workshogs, as well 2 Internet
access. Wholly diffesent from each other in vibe and architectural style,
both welcoming. Browsing the bulletin baard at the Putney Co-op
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