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t's by leaving thie arca that | realized what a remarkable
place 1 come from. | am the sixth genemation to grow up
an my family’s dalry farm in Wilmington. ['m fortunate
coough to make my lving doing what 1 love to do the most
—opermting my family's farm and opening it as an attraction
tor the public. These two clements together offer a full and
diverse life, full of hard work, creativity and accomplishments,

People are 30 removed from the faom nowacays, and | wanted o help
recodnect that in whatever way | ooukd. And 1 think my farm has made
a differemce in the lives of 20 many. | experience happy animals and
gy people every day through what §do, Wi could get sick of thar?

| onoe thought Because | grew up i such a naral ares and graduated
fronm public school with 17 other studonts, that | was missing some-
thirg. §went b ant schoal in Boston, an Lived in several towns in
Scwthern Vermont as well as Berkeley and Lake Tahoe, Califomis But
after having eapeionoed other parts of the country—and having people
aimire all the basic skills and talents that one has just by being the
pro<iuct of the farm and growing wp with teachers that know and
underitand you o well and can foster your individuality—1 realized |
arm from an absolutely ingredible place that offers so many rare and
unigjue opportanities and experisnoss. Once | realioed this, it made me
want o retum to Yermont and share my Childhood taditions with others

This is & close (o heaven om carth &5 ome can gt The mcuntains
el the cokd weather are inomy Mood. | am most content when wear.
ing Livers of wossl, Pl cloorse & Erp b Alaska, loelard or Rosthermn
Eunope anvy day over the Casibbean. The extreme diversity of the four
seasons Dere in Vermoni is what keeps me challenged. There is always
smething to do, with never enowgh time 10 do it all There is always
sornething to ook forwand to with anticipation &5 cach season
approaches, but they never Liet long enough

Hecase | grewt upr o a dairy faem, and the s needed bo e
milked twioe a day, every day, 365 days & vear, we wene ol able to go
O vaation very ofben. 5oy pancots taught me 10 make the amost of
my spare time and how to have quality time. They' taughs me then: i3
a0 mch o do, see andd enjoy all within an hoar from sere.

Widh each seasan 1 have 20 miadh fo look arvand oo, but fegasdlsg of
1 season, thee ane certain things | enjoy vear-round, such as Peng absle
1o ridie the ATVS viriually anywhene om the property 21 any time or 00 the
many trails heee in Souhemn Yermond, siether alone or with friencds and
family. Packing wp sonmee food and bitr o wine and pusting cut a spresd,
amvywhene | feel like it mayise by my pond to go fishing and enjoy the
spiectaialar views, of uisder a big old maphe oee o Stone wall of masty
AeE under I VTR RIS Soumlew ene. Shme 2oes for WckdBng up the
Niosgan hocsel v Deen Krwn 8o ventude off with the ATV during the
whay, et up oa and and Duild an area for & campiine on e 10p of & moin-
lain. Ceor back Bowne and wait for it 10 et dafks 11 twen sake the horses
ot for 3 o o twe-lowr fide under the fall moon 10 go camping. | love
gooking bréakfast in the moming amd watching the hosses grise
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Hamilom Falls. Its such a visusl experienos, it mabes me feel like e
entenid anotser couwmtry. Even i 'm onby able bo visit for an howr, it
likoe & vacation fo get away feom tee seresses of life. Thowgl it 5 50 lush
ama green in the spring and summer, Dalways look forwand 10 the winiter
amdl early spring, when the mist from the falls sprays up on te trees and

they ane completely covesed in ice and glisten i the sun of moonlight

OF conarie, Miking up b the top of Haystack Mowmrain in the fall, and
srepiwshoeng just about anywhene i Febooary and Maech oo wach what
thee wildlife has Deen wpo1o s always o goeat day. To e, Uhis 5 just pan of
the Beauty of living in Yermont. | have the ability and opportunity to do
this whernever | want, Well. . & loag as time alkess me boo.,

Hieck, dven driving ug Houte 100 Morth (o get b 3 mesting is one of
thae peerks 1o Fving in Southern Vermaon

I can’t imagine & Detver phace to raise my childoen. They get b expse-
rlerce tralitional fanm life valoees, ard a multiode of Bie dkills, incduding
the magic of growing up with their grandparents here on the B, a3
well a8 being surrounded by an ever-revalving door of cousins, aunts and
b=, T sclsoals ae samall, wiiich [ el is & gift oo e alle bo wioek
with teachirs amdl administrston w cleselys [ am imvohed with my chil
dren’s education. IS wonderful o lve in 3 community whene your voloe
armd theoughts ace weloonse and can make 4 difference 185 haod 0 believe
ae <an sHll live in a state where you can stually know amd talk 1o your
govenme, senators and congressmen. Sometimes they even call me. [ts a
iEabe WihhisnE Vour Voloe Ooum . E5rass foote-—i1% wiee it 8l comes Enoa
]
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